
Wow, 119 Ministries just won't give it up.  This is at least the THIRD attempt to disprove the Lunar 
Sabbath that they have produced.  I say that lightly because the first two were uncredited rip-offs of 
EliYah.com's anti-Lunar Sabbath article.  It appears that 119 Ministries has at least attempted to do 
their own research this time, so I will give them credit where credit is due.  If this too is an uncredited 
duplication of someone else's research, my apologies to that author.   
 
Below is a transcript of a short video teaching by 119 Ministries, which can be found here: 
https://vimeo.com/227215313/6084129ee6.  That said, since EliYah's VERY long article has proved to 
be ineffective in disproving the Lunar Sabbath, this much shorter article by 119 Ministries will prove 
to be just as effective. 
 
119 Ministries writes exclusively in black (with several blue links).  I will respond in purple, 
[bracketed in purple in mid paragraph] with some green and a little blue and red.  Dated, 8-29-2017 

 
 

 
 
“The following is a direct script of a teaching that is intended to be presented via video, incorporating relevant text, slides, 
media, and graphics to assist in illustration, thus facilitating the presentation of the material. In some places, this may 
cause the written material to not flow or sound rather awkward in some places. In addition, there may be grammatical 
errors that are often not acceptable in literary work. We encourage the viewing of the video teachings to complement the 
written teaching you see below.”  
 
It is true, a picture is worth a thousand words, but no picture can undo the truth.  It can only 
misrepresent, attempt to discredit or bury the truth under the rubble of one's tradition.  So while I'm 
sure the written study below may not reveal everything intended by 119 Ministries, this transcript must 
equally stand up to what is truth.  If their written material is false, then any video, photo or illustration 
that is not represented in this transcript is nothing more than an attempt to get you to swallow their 
false teaching. 
 
Viewer Beware (re: Be Aware).  If you do not learn to discern what is truth, you will be deceived.  It is 
VERY difficult to disregard what your eyes see.  So a tastefully, beautifully presented lie is the most 
difficult to "see", thus the most dangerous. 
 
The Timing of the Sabbath  
 
The consensus on the cyclical timing of the Biblical Sabbath is sundown Friday to sundown Saturday. 
While recognizing the consensus might be helpful, some fair questions are often asked.  
 
 1) What about the lunar Sabbath concept? Is that valid?  Yes 
 2) How do we know that sundown to sundown is a Hebraic day?  It isn't.  That's Babylon's day. 
 3) What about Saturday being the Roman day of Saturn? Is that a concern?  Should be. 
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 4) Does the historical Roman 8-day week cause any concerns?  Yes, it does. 
 
These are all great questions.  
 
Just be prepared for less than stellar answers, a lot of tradition and little else. 
 
For the record, please consider what "consensus" means from a Scriptural standpoint.  Who cares what 
the consensus is regarding the cyclical timing of the Sabbath?  Since when has the majority ever been 
right?  At the flood?  When Aaron fashioned a golden calf while Moses was on Mt. Sinai?  The 
multiple times in the wilderness that Israel revolted against Moses and wanted to return to Egypt?  
When the 12 spies returned from the land of Canaan?  On Mt. Carmel with Elijah and the 450 prophets 
of Ba'al?  When 40 boys taunted Elisha to go up ("thou bald head") into heaven like Elijah did?  When 
David (against everyone's wishes and all common sense) when up alone against Goliath?  When all the 
intelligent youth chosen of Israel ate at the king Nebuchadnezzar's table, while Daniel and his 3 friends 
refused?  When Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego alone among all the nobles of Babylon refused to 
bow to Nebuchadnezzar's great golden image?  Shall I continue? 
 
Consensus to a lemming is to follow the lemming in front of him/her.  This leads to the nearest cliff. 
 
Consensus to a sheep is to follow the shepherd.  And you have been warned... 
 
Therefore thus saith YHWH Mighty One of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have 
scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you 
the evil of your doings, saith YHWH.  Jeremiah 23:2   
 
“Even if you are in the minority of one, the truth is still the truth.”  Gandhi 
 
1) Regarding the Lunar Sabbath concept, we do have a teaching that examines that topic at 
length called:  
“Time: Our Creator's Calendar Series - The Lunar Sabbath Uncovered”  
 
This is the link to a video of 119 Ministries rip-off duplication of EliYah.com's anti-Lunar Sabbath 
article; it is not their teaching.  John at 119 Ministries read EliYah's work nearly word for word. 
 
2) Regarding the timing of a Hebraic day, we have a teaching titled:  
“Time: Our Creator's Calendar Series - Evening and Morning”  
 
The day in Scripture begins at dawn. By all means, check out the link above, watch their presentation 
with all their pretty photos and illustrations and understand that it is all a lie.  See the study at this link:  
http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/18-DawnDayStudy.pdf.  Genesis 1:4-5 very clearly 
states that light and darkness were divided (meaning that they do not touch, are unique one from the 
other) and that the light was called Day, and the darkness was called Night.  The ENTIRE premise of 
119 Ministries' study above is that the Day (which is the lighted portion in Scripture) begins at Night 
(the dark portion).  YHWH even forewarned of men and teachings such as this... 
 
Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; 

that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  
Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!  Isaiah 5:20-21 
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But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: for I cannot find one wise man among you.  
My days are past, my purposes are broken off, even the thoughts of my heart.  
They change the night into day: the light is short because of darkness.  Job 17:10-12 
 
3) What about Saturday being the Roman day of Saturn? Is that an issue?  
 
There seems to be a growing trend for some refer to people who keep a recurring weekly Sabbath as 
"Saturn-day keepers" -- as if the Sabbath on Saturday is following the pagan Roman week.  
 
How ELSE can this be interpreted?  Satyrday (same as Saturn's day) is a day found exclusively on the 
pagan planetary week that was adopted BY Rome in A.D. 321.  This pagan planetary week was created 
for the express purpose of worshiping false gods.  To the pagan, Saturn was the preeminent god, to 
Rome, the sun was preeminent. 
 
In fact, the pagan saturn's day was the first day of the 7 day planetary week from it's inception until 
A.D. 321 when Constantine venerated the day of the sun.  Rome worshiped Mithra (the papacy still 
does), the Persian version of the pagan sun god.  Constantine simply could not permit saturn to take the 
preeminent position over the day of the sun, so he bumped saturn's day all the way to the end of the 7 
day week with the other days moving up one position, permitting the day of the sun to become the first 
day of the week.   
 
To assume that Israel observed the pagan seven day planetary week in the first century when Rome 
themselves did not is sheer lunacy.  Rome did not officially adopt the seven day planetary week until 
A.D. 321 when Emperor Constantine became a “christian”.  At that time, saturn’s day was the 1st day 
of the seven day planetary week, not the 7th.  Below is a sketch of the planetary week, circa 100 B.C. 
   

 
saturn’s day, sun’s day, moon’s day, mars’ day, mercury’s day, jupiter’s day, venus’ day 
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Rome ruled the world in the first century B.C., thus the Roman numerals, but this is not a Roman 
calendar.  This is the pagan seven day planetary week as it existed from about 600 B.C., until A.D. 321 
when Constantine venerated the day of the sun.  The sketch above came from this clay calendar tablet 
(below left). 

 
You see, the dirty little secret is out.  
Satyrday was not the seventh day of the 
week anywhere on the earth until A.D. 
321, and then by virtue of Constantine, not 
the Creator Almighty, so it certainly was 
NOT the Sabbath of Israel at any time in 
earth’s history.  Indeed, sunday has never 
rightly been called the seventh day of the 
week, but satyrday, the day 119 Ministries 
WISHES to call the seventh day of the 
week has only been the seventh day of the 
week for 1700 years.  Satyrday is a day 
created, named and found exclusively 
on a pagan calendar.  How then is it the 
Scriptural Sabbath? 
 

Whoever is in charge is in charge of the calendar.  The calendar you observe tells you when to work 
and when to worship.  WHEN you worship tells heaven and the on-looking universe WHO you 
worship, so getting the day right is THAT serious. 
 
The truth [truth?] is this, the Jews did not want the holy Sabbath to be associated with "Saturn," an idol 
that had nothing to do with Judaism.  That is something Rome did, not Jews.  [Indeed, Rome 
established the pagan planetary week, which was ADOPTED by Judaism in the 4th century by Hillel II 
when he compromised with Rome over the calendar issue (easter/Passover) in order to stop Roman 
persecution.]  In the Torah, we are not given names for the days of the week. There is day 1, day 2, day 
3, etc., concluding on day 7, the Sabbath, the only day of the week with a name. Simply because a 
dominant non-Biblical modern calendar used today gives names to the day of the week does not affect 
the Biblical calendar. The Biblical calendar came first.  
 
Yes it did.  But the pagan/papal planetary week is not part of the Scriptural calendar.  That is the 
problem.  Men and ministries (such as 119 Ministries) ASSUME that the modern week is the 
Scriptural week, and they ASSUME that satyrday is the Sabbath by virtue of it's seventh-day position 
in the modern alignment of the pagan planetary week.   
 
That is all the "evidence" satyrday Sabbath keepers have.  There is nothing else. 
 
However, when it comes to determining whether or not the Jews of the first century kept the Sabbath 
on Saturday, examining the records of Roman historians and other writers can be very helpful.  
 
For this reason, we can look into the writings of Roman historians and other writers to see if the 
Romans associated the Jewish Sabbath with their "Saturday, or, Day of Saturn."   
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And what is wrong with Hebrew historians?  Oh, that's right, 119 Ministries wants to "prove" that 
satyrday is the Sabbath.  If you ask an Israelite, satyrday is not the answer they'd get.  Ladies and 
gentlemen of the jury, this proves that there is an active agenda to keep the TRUE Sabbath buried. 
 
In order to have a lunar Sabbath, you must have a lunar “week”.  Did Philo link the Sabbath or the 
“week” with the phases of the moon?  The answer is yes, in fact the lunar week and lunar Sabbath are 
the only week or Sabbath mentioned in Philo’s writings.  Notice that the number seven, the weeks, the 
Sabbath and the moon are all linked together in Philo’s writings. 
 
In Allegorical Interpretation, 1 IV (8), it says… 
“Again, the periodical changes of the moon, take place according to the number seven, that star 
having the greatest sympathy with the things on earth.  And the changes which the moon works in the 
air, it perfects chiefly in accordance with its own configurations on each seventh day.  At all events, all 
mortal things, as I have said before, drawing their more divine nature from the heaven, are moved in a 
manner which tends to their preservation in accordance with this number seven.  … Accordingly, on 
the seventh day, Elohim caused to rest from all his works which he had made.” … 
 
Notice that Philo says the moon is perfect in its shape or appearance at 7 day intervals.  Had a Hebrew 
speaking Israelite written this he would have said “it perfects chiefly in accordance with its own 
configurations on each Sabbath day instead of each “seventh” day because elsewhere in his writings, 
Philo identifies that when he mentions the seventh day [of the week] he is speaking of the Sabbath.   
 
The Decalogue XXX (159), 
“But to the seventh day of the week he has assigned the greatest festivals, those of the longest duration, 
at the periods of the equinox both vernal and autumnal in each year; appointing two festivals for these 
two epochs, each lasting seven days; the one which takes place in the spring being for the perfection of 
what is being sown, and the one which falls in autumn being a feast of thanksgiving for the bringing 
home of all the fruits which the trees have produced”… 
 
Let’s look carefully at what Philo is saying.  To the 7th day of the week He [YHWH] has assigned the 
greatest festivals, in other words the greatest (longest) festivals have been assigned to the 7th day of 
the week.  Philo, keeping the same luni-solar calendar established in Scripture, calls the 1st day of each 
of these 7 day feasts the “seventh day of the week”.  Scripture says that both of the 7 day feasts 
(Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles) begin on the 15th day of their respective months.  See Leviticus 
23:5-6 and 23:34.  Friend, the 7th day of the week is the Sabbath, is it not?  It is the 7th day of the 
week, every year.  If the 15th is the weekly Sabbath, so are the 8th, 22nd and 29th days of the month. 
 
In other words, Philo is saying the weekly Sabbath begins these feasts, and is on the 15th.  This proves 
the Sabbaths by the lunar calendar is true and the Gregorian false because there is no way the weekly 
Sabbath can begin these two festivals on the 15th in the 1st and 7th month each year, on a continuous 
seven day cycle presented by the Gregorian calendar we have today.  
 
Speaking of “lunar” intervals, in Special Laws I. (178), Philo writes, "…there is one principle of 
reason by which the moon waxes and wanes in equal intervals, both as it increases and diminishes in 
illumination; the seven lambs because it receives the perfect shapes in periods of seven days—the half-
moon in the first seven day period after its conjunction with the sun, full moon in the second; and when 
it makes its return again, the first is to half-moon, then it ceases at its conjunction with the sun.” [All 
emphasis supplied by Troy Miller.] 
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The half-moon (first quarter moon) announces the first Sabbath of the month.  It is the 7th day of the 
week, naturally, but this is the 8th day of the month.  Looks like this: 
 

New 
Moon 
Day 

First 
Week 
Day 

Second 
Week 
Day 

Third  
Week 
Day 

Fourth 
Week 

  Day 

Fifth 
Week 
Day 

Sixth 
Week 
Day 

Seventh 
Week 
Day 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

(30)        
 
New moon day is not counted against the week.  The full moon rising at the end of the 14th day of the 
month announces the 15th as the second Sabbath of the month.   
 
Philo gives a second witness in On Mating with the Preliminary Studies, XIX (102)… 
“For it is said in the Scripture: On the tenth day of this month let each of them take a sheep according 
to his house; in order that from the tenth, there may be consecrated to the tenth, that is to Elohim, the 
sacrifices which have been preserved in the soul, which is illuminated in two portions out of the three, 
until it is entirely changed in every part, and becomes a heavenly brilliancy like a full moon, at the 
height of its increase at the end of the second week”. 
  
Please let what Philo just said sink in.  His readers in those days understood that the weeks were by the 
moon, same as in Scripture, and that at the end of the second week there would be a full moon.  This 
statement needs no interpretation and is impossible to misunderstand. 
 
Philo lived from 20 B.C. to 50 A.D., so he was alive before, during and after the events of the NT. 
 
If they did associate the Sabbath with their Day of Saturn in the first century or before, this would be 
undeniable evidence that the Jewish week and the Roman week were both keeping the same 
reoccurring weekly cycle. 
 

  How Roman/Babylonian Cycles Came To Dominate Modern Time  .   
 
In this Section we will deal with the time-reckoning of three different groups in the New Testament 
Era.  These three groups are the Romans, the Hebrews and the man from Galilee and his disciples.  
Through this examination we will come to get a grasp on how time-reckoning evolved from the 
Scriptural system into the calendar most of us are on in modern times.  As we examine the facts be 
prepared for some startling surprises.  We start with the Roman system that evolved into essentially the 
system we have today. 
 

THE ROMAN REPUBLICAN CALENDAR 
 
The very earliest calendar used by the Romans was lunar, similar to others we have discussed in these 
lessons, although details of that most-ancient Roman Calendar are obscure.  By later Republican times, 
the Roman Calendar is well documented.  Certain Roman religious customs, as well as the monthly 
subdivisions of Kalends, Nones, and Ides, indicate that the calendar was lunar, and that months began 
upon direct observation by a priest of the new moon crescent. 
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In the Roman Republican calendar, the months contained three primary markers -- the Kalends, the 
Nones and the Ides.  The Kalends were always the first day of the month.  The Nones were usually the 
5th but sometimes the 7th, and the Ides were the 15th but sometimes the 13th.  All the days after the 
Ides were numbered by counting down towards the next month's Kalends.  Incidentally, this Latin 
word, Kalends is where our English word Calendar comes from.  This system was vaguely like the 
lunar "weeks" we have found in other calendars, in the sense of being tied to the moon's cycle.  The 
holidays were generally bunched together to form continuous celebrations, and the remaining days of 
the month were usually nondescript workdays. 
 
It is in the Roman Republican calendar that we find a recurring cycle distinct from the lunar cycle.  
This was still not a week such as we know it today, but after a few more centuries, well after the New 
Testament era, eventually evolved into it.  This "week" had a recurring cycle of 8-days called the 
nundinae = nine-days (nine because of inclusive counting).  This was by no means an unchangeable 
cycle, as our modern 7-day week seems to be, however.  This is shown from the fact that it was not 
always 8 days, at times it was 10, based upon convenience and commerce.  The Roman "week" was 
not religious in significance, but originally indicated days upon which a market would be held in 
Rome.  It was simply a schedule of when business could be done and was something like a train or bus 
schedule might be viewed today.  In that sense it was not viewed strictly as a division of time as the 
week is viewed today.  Extant Roman calendars indicate this interval by giving each consecutive day a 
letter A through H.  Note that this was simply a space marker for each day.  The Romans did not call 
the individual days "day A," "day B," "day C," etc. 
 
 

 
 
 

THE JULIAN CALENDAR 
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The Julian calendar was a major modification by Julius Caesar of the Republican calendar.  As 
pontifex maximus, Caesar was responsible for the smooth operation of Rome’s calendar, which 
previous neglect by other pontifices had been allowed to fall behind the seasons.  In the second year of 
Caesar’s dictatorship (47 BC) the calendar was running as much as 90 days behind the seasons, due 
largely to political manipulation of the calendar.  Caesar began his calendar reform by ordering an 
ordinary leap year (intercalation of one lunar month).  That was not sufficient to deal with the calendar 
was pretty much back in sync with the seasons.  As you might imagine, these changes caused a great 
deal of confusion at the time.  In fact, later writers called it the annis confusionis (year of confusion). 
 
The New Encyclopedia Britannica elaborates: The origin of the calendric system in general use today - 
the Gregorian calendar - can be traced back to the Roman republican calendar, which is thought to 
have been introduced by the fifth king of Rome, Tarquinius Priscus (616-579 BCE)...  By 46 BCE the 
calendar had become so hopelessly confused that Julius Caesar was forced to initiate a reform of the 
entire system.  Caesar invited the Alexandrian astronomer Sosigenes to undertake this task.  Sosigenes 
suggested abandoning the lunar system altogether and replacing it with a tropical year of 365.25 days.  
Further, to correct the accumulation of previous errors, a total of 90 intercalary days had to be added 
to 46 BCE, meaning that January 1, 45 BCE, occurred in what would have been the middle of March.  
To prevent the problem from recurring, Sosigenes suggested that an extra day be added to every fourth 
February.  The adoption of such reformatory measures resulted in the establishment of the Julian 
calendar, which was used for roughly the next 1,600 years. 
 
Thus, the Julian Calendar marked a major change from the Lunar Republican Calendar, being a Solar 
calendar and the predecessor of the Calendar still in use today.  It was not until 1582 AD that Pope 
Gregory XIII decreed a modification to the Julian calendar, giving us the "Gregorian Calendar" that 
governs modern time.  The New Encyclopedia Britannica explains why that became necessary: During 
that time (since the initiation of the Julian calendar in 46 BC), however, the disagreement between the 
Julian year of 365.25 days and the tropical year of 365.242199 gradually produced significant errors.  
The discrepancy mounted at a rate of 11 minutes 14 seconds per year until it was a full 10 days in 
1545, when the Council of Trent authorized Pope Paul III to take corrective action. No solution was 
found for many years.  In 1572 Pope Gregory III agreed to issue a papal bull drawn up by the Jesuit 
astronomer Christopher Clavius.  Ten years later, when the edict was finally proclaimed, 10 days in 
October were skipped to bring the calendar back in line. 
 
Considered as a theoretical calendar (i.e., projecting it back before it was actually invented), the 
Gregorian calendar matches up with the Julian in the third century CE.  Because the pre-Julian Roman 
calendar was not regular, the custom of historians is to use the Julian calendar proleptically for earlier 
dates.  That is, dates before 45 BC, which are naturally recorded in different calendars, are translated 
into the Julian calendar.  
 

ACTUAL JULIAN CALENDAR CIRCA FIRST CENTURY 
 
The actual Julian calendar represented here is from the time when the Julian calendar was already well-
established.  Although the original calendar of the Roman Republican period was replaced, some 
conventions of the earlier Republican era calendar continued to be maintained in the new calendar.  
One important feature carried over into the Julian Calendar from the earlier Republican Calendar was 
the 8 day “market” cycle, represented by letters A through H on the calendar.  The 7-day Roman 
planetary week (7 day cycle named after the planet gods) had not yet evolved and is nowhere to be 
found on this first century Julian calendar.  As we shall see, the 7-day planetary week was a later 
innovation initially unrelated to market days. 
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This is significant for Scripture study.  We must 
understand that the Romans had no 7-day week 
during the New Testament era.  Any reference to a 
"week" in the New Testament IS NOT a reference 
to the same cycle known today as a week.  The 7-
day cycle known today as a week was completely 
unknown to the Romans of New Testament times, 
having not been adopted by them yet!  
 
A 7 Day Planetary Week Emerged.  Antrols the 
first hour of the day named after it. This system was 
brought into Hellenistic Egypt from Mesopotamia, 
specifically Babylon, where astrology had been 
practiced for millenniums and where seven had 
always been a propitious number ("lucky" 7).  This 
pagan idea developed into a scheme among the 
Romans where certain days became connected with 
each of the seven planetary "gods."  A connection of 
each day with one of the seven planetary gods began 
to spread through the Roman Empire around the turn 
of the first century.  The earliest evidence of the 
beginning of the development of the planetary week 

was found at Pompeii, the amazing Roman city destroyed by a volcanic eruption during the final 
quarter of the first century.  A wall inscription with the heading 'days of the gods' lists the planets in 
the order Saturn, Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus.  
 
This original order of the planetary week (starting with Saturn's day) varies from the week eventually 
written into Roman law in the fourth century, which features the Sun's day as the first day of the 
planetary week.  We should stress again that this innovation of a 7-day planetary week did not arise in 
the Roman Empire till after the writing of most if not all of the New Testament books; "Since the 
earliest evidence for the existence of the planetary week is to be dated toward the end of the first 
century A.D." - W. Rordorf   
 
Even then, the religious planetary 7-day cycle did not have the force of time-reckoning later associated 
with it.   It would take over a century more for the ceremonial planetary 
week to evolve into the institution of a continual 7-day weekly cycle used 
in dates.  The earliest known instance of this is from 205 AD, in an 
inscription from Karlsburg, Transylvania, while the earliest case from the 
eastern empire is a school lesson from Egypt, dated 294 C.E. 
 

CONSTANTINE ENFORCES ROMAN / BABYLONIAN TIME AT 
THE LATE DATE OF 321 AD. 

 
In 321 AD the Emperor Constantine the Great permanently grafted the 
astrological planetary week system onto the Roman calendar, making the 
first day of this new week the day of the Sun and a day of rest and 
worship for all, and imposing the sequence and names to the days of the 
planetary week as we know them today.   
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With this official edict the market week and the planetary week were finally and permanently fused 
into one continuous seven day cycle named after the "gods".  By edict of the Emperor Roman-
Babylonish time was suddenly transformed into "Christian" time.  While there were holdouts for a 
while, the new Roman system of time was adopted throughout most of western Europe: in the 
Germanic languages, such as Old English, the names of four of the Roman gods were converted into 
those of the corresponding Germanic gods. 

 
PAGAN WEEK DAY NAMES TELL THE STORY 

 
All of this should be sufficient to demonstrate that the week we are so familiar with today originated as 
an amalgamation of paganism and commercialism and was not in any sense given to us by YHWH.  In 
fact, the pagan origin of the planetary week is still to be seen in the names of the days of the week in 
use today:  
 

Planetary 
"god" Latin Germanic 

"god" 
Modern 
English 

Modern 
Italian 

Sun  Solis    Sunday   domenica 
Moon Lunae    Monday lunedì 
Mars    Martis   Tiu   Tuesday martedì 
Mercury  Mercurii  Woden Wednesday  mercoledì 
 Jupiter Jovis  Thor  Thursday giovedì 
Venus Veneris  Freya  Friday  venerdì 
Saturn Saturni    Saturday sabato 

 
THE PAGAN PLANETARY WEEK HAS NO CORRELATION TO SCRIPTURAL TIME 

 
The above facts are not in tune with the common perception that the current seven day week has 
always existed, and has existed in the same order in which we find it today.  Historically that just isn't 
true, yet quotes such as the following are produced and repeated as "proof" that the seven day week has 
been an uninterrupted institution from the beginning of time: "It is to be noted that in the Christian 
period, the order of days in the week has never been interrupted. Thus, when Gregory XIII reformed 
the calendar in 1582, Thursday, 4 October, was followed by Friday, 15 October. So in England, in 
1752, Wednesday, 2 September, was followed by Thursday, 14 September." (The Catholic 
Encyclopedia (1910 Edition, Vol. 3, page 740,in the article "Chronology") 
 
In reality, it is irrelevant that the order of the days of the planetary week "in the Christian period" may 
have remained "uninterrupted" with the Gregorian calendar change in 1582 AD.  The "Christian 
period" The Catholic Encyclopedia is necessarily talking about is not the New Testament era (first 
century), but from 321 AD when Emperor Constantine, the first historic Pope, institutionalized the 
planetary week.  The salient point here is therefore obvious to the avid Scripture student and truth-
seeker.  Namely, 321 AD is just too late a time to be Scripturally relevant.  Further, the order of the 
Roman planetary week was never tied to any Scriptural numbering of days of the "week."  Indeed, the 
Roman week evolved completely separately from Scriptural time and changed in order with "Saturday" 
being moved from the first day to the last day of the Roman week.  In short, even if there were such a 
thing as a Scriptural weekly cycle continuing unbroken from creation forward we could not assume 
that "Saturn's day", now the last day of the Roman week, is the same as the "seventh day" of the 
creation week.   
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If Sabbath-keeping depended upon identifying the true seventh day of a continuous cycle of weeks 
from creation forward then Sabbath-keeping is impossible, for there is no unbroken cycle of Roman 
weeks that tie in directly to the Scriptural calendar!  Saturday and Sunday Sabbath-keeping are both 
equally based on the myth of the first century Roman week that never existed.  Thank Yah that He 
"made the moon for appointments!"  Unless He had done so we would have no way to determine when 
to meet Him to keep His Sabbaths. 
 

OUT OF SYNC WITH THE CREATOR'S TIME CYCLES - IN SYNC WITH BABYLON 
 
I would conclude this lesson by suggesting that the Roman system of time reckoning institutionalized 
by Constantine the Great has had a much more profound effect on us than we can scarcely realize.  
YHWH gave us a system of time-reckoning tied directly to the natural order he created.  By it any 
child can easily keep in step with Him according to the natural cycles that are meant to bless us in 
body, mind and spirit.  By contrast, the Roman system, based on commercial greed and pagan 
Babylonian religion, has the effect of divorcing us from the natural order.  It has put us on a 7-day 
treadmill that has little or no connection whatever with anything Yah created and that tends to keep us 
out of sync with both creation and Creator.  Its purpose is to keep us in sync with an artificial and de-
humanized hamster-wheel mindset controlled by the ungodly world system of "Babylon" in rebellion 
to the healthful natural order and rule of Yah.  This has harmful effects upon us in body, mind and 
spirit that we probably can't even begin to imagine.  Friends, we have been almost totally asleep at the 
wheel, intoxicated by poisons we have taken for granted because we've never known any different.  It’s 
time to wake up and get a grip while it is still barely possible.     
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As we will see, there is no doubt that Roman historians and other writers explicitly and repeatedly 
consider the timing of Jewish Sabbath keeping to be linked with the seventh day of the Roman week, 
which is a repeating seven day cycle, independent of the moon phases.  [Says the pagans.]  For those 
concerned about the historical Roman eight day week being an issue, we will address that matter 
following this section.  
 
Please do. 
 
In the mean time, those of you who are more interested in knowing the TRUTH about ancient Israel's 
Sabbath, how about a few quotes from other scholars and historians... 
 
“The New Moon is still, and the Sabbath originally was, dependent upon the lunar cycle.” Universal 
Jewish Encyclopedia, p. 410.  No quote can be clearer than this; please note the source. 
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“… each lunar month was divided into four parts, corresponding to the four phases of the moon.  The 
first week of each month began with the new moon, so that, as the lunar month was one or two days 
more than four periods of seven days, these additional days were not reckoned at all.”  Universal 
Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. 10, p. 482. Article "Week." 
 
“…the Hebrew Sabbathon … was celebrated at intervals of seven days, corresponding with changes 
in the moon’s phases...”  Encyclopedia Biblica, 1899. p. 4180  
 
“In the time of the earliest prophets, the New Moon stood in the same line with another lunar 
observance, the Sabbath.  Ezekiel, who curiously enough frequently dates his prophecies on the New 
Moon … describes the gate of the inner court of the (new) temple looking eastward as kept shut for the 
six working days, but opened on the Sabbath and the New Moon.”  Scribner's Dictionary of the Bible 
(1898 edit.), p. 521 
 
“The Hebrew month is a lunar month and the quarter of this period—one phase of the moon—appears 
to have determined the week of seven days.” Encyclopedia Biblica, p. 4780.  And why have we never 
been taught any of this??? 
 
“…The [early] Hebrews employed lunar seven-day weeks…which ended with special observances on 
the seventh day but none the less were tied to the moon’s course.”  Hutton Webster, in his book, Rest 
Days, page 254. 
 
In the article Shawui Calendar: Ancient Shawui Observance, we find confirmation of a radical 
change in YHWH’s calendar.  “The [lunar]...calendar was used by all the original disciples of 
Yeshua...  This original Nazarene lunar-solar calendar was supplanted by a Roman ‘planetary week’ 
and calendar in 135 C.E. -- when the ‘Bishops of the Circumcision’ (i.e. legitimate Nazarene 
successors to Yeshua) were displaced from Jerusalem.  This began a three hundred year controversy 
concerning the true calendar and correct Sabbath.” 
 
“This intimate connection between the week and the month was soon dissolved.  It is certain that the 
week soon followed a development of its own, and it became the custom -- without paying any regard 
to the days of the month (i.e. the lunar month) -- ...so that the New Moon no longer coincided with the 
first day [of the month ].”  Encyclopedia Biblica, (1899 edit.), p. 5290.  
 
“… the custom of celebrating the Sabbath every 7th day, irrespective of the relationship of the day to 
the moon’s phases, led to a complete separation from the ancient view of the Sabbath...”  
Encyclopedia Biblica, (1899 edit.), p. 4179.    
 
“The calendar was originally fixed by observation, and ultimately by calculation.  Up to the fall of the 
Temple (A.D. 70), witnesses who saw the new moon came forward and were strictly examined and if 
their evidence was accepted the month was fixed by the priests.  Eventually the authority passed to the 
Sanhedrin and ultimately to the Patriarchate.  …  Gradually observation gave place to calculation.  The 
right to determine the calendar was reserved to the Patriarchate; the Jews of Mesopotamia [Ed.—
Babylonian Jews] tried in vain to establish their own calendar but the prerogative of Palestine was 
zealously defended.  So long as Palestine remained a religious centre, it was naturally to the homeland 
that the Diaspora looked for its calendar.  Uniformity was essential, for if different parts had celebrated 
feasts on different days confusion would have ensued.  It was not until the 4th century A.D. that 
Babylon fixed the calendar…”  Encyclopedia Britannica: Vol. 4, article “Calendar”.  
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“These imported [from Babylon] superstitions eventually led Jewish rabbis to call Saturn Shabbti, ‘the 
star of the Sabbath,’ [and]...it was not until the first century of our era, when the planetary week had 
become an established institution, that the Jewish Sabbath seems always to have corresponded to 
Saturn’s Day [Satyrday].”  Hutton Webster in his book, Rest Days, p. 244.  Thus the condemnation in 
Amos 5:26 was set in stone. 
 
In Amos 5:26, the prophet is recorded as reminding Israel of their apostasy.  Israel started worshipping 
Chiun, a star-god of their own making.  More on this later.  In Acts 7:43, Stephen quotes Amos and is 
translated into Greek as saying “Remphan, the star-god…”  Chiun and Remphan are the respective 
Hebrew and Greek words for Saturn.  The Sabbath of Scripture is based upon the lunar cycle.  So 
Israel did indeed come to worship Saturn on his day, but at a much later date and not by Divine 
command.   
 
“With the development of the importance of the Sabbath as a day of consecration and the emphasis 
laid upon the significant number seven, the week became more and more divorced from its lunar 
connection...”  Universal Jewish Encyclopedia: Vol. 10, 1943 edit. Article, "Week," p. 482.  
 
“The four quarters of the moon supply an obvious division of the month...it is most significant that in 
the older parts of the Hebrew scriptures the new moon and the Sabbath are almost invariably 
mentioned together.  The [lunar] month is beyond question an old sacred division of time common to 
all the semites; even the Arabs, who received the week at quite a late period from the Syrians, greeted 
the New Moon with religious acclamations. …  We cannot tell [exactly] when the Sabbath became 
disassociated from the month.”  Encyclopedia Biblica, 1899 edit., pp. 4178-4179..  
 
How is it that Scholars cannot tell when the Sabbath was disassociated from the lunar cycle while 
modern Satyrday sabbath keepers in general deny that the Sabbath was ever connected with the moon 
in the first place?  
 
The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, My people doth not 
consider.  Isaiah 1:3  
 
If there is any possible remaining doubt that Israel observed a lunar Sabbath in Scripture, let this quote 
settle your conscience: 
 
    “Luni-solar calendar foundations of the Jewish calendar extend from the earliest verses of scripture.  
Natural, uniform motions of the heavenly spheres are the pivotal markers of time reckoning.  The list 
of ancient characters mentioned in the Old Testament used this lunar-solar calendar system of time 
recording.  Observation of lunar phases coupled with solar positioning graduated the lifetime ages of 
Adam and his descendants. . . .  
    “Changes in the appearance of the moon provided the seven-day week.  Originating with ancient 
interpretations of lunar time, divisions of seven days separate the four basic lunar phases...  Starting 
with a dark new moon, the moon gradually comes into view on following nights.  In about seven days 
the first half of the moon is visible.  The second half waxes until full moon at the end of two weeks.  
Lunar light reverses progression in the third week, waning to half visibility again.  A fourth week 
completes the month, and visibility again diminishes toward a new moon.  Completion of four lunar 
phases comprises the month.”  Ages of Adam, published in 1995, by Clark K. Nelson. 
 
Oh my, the information below is nothing more than a drag and drop excerpt of EliYah.com's anti-
Lunar Sabbath study.  So, 119 Ministries has STILL done no research for themselves.  Unbelievable. 
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70 - 84 CE (AD)  
 
Frontinus, a Roman Soldier who lived from c. 40 CE to 103 CE, wrote a book on military strategy 
called Strategematicon in 84 A.D. In it, he writes:  
 
 "The deified Augustus Vespasian attacked the Jews on the day of Saturn, a day on which it is 
 sinful for them to do any business." Frontinus Stratagem 2.1.17.  
 
The original Latin version of this book has "Saturnis" for Saturn, confirming that the Romans 
associated the Sabbath day with their "day of Saturn" which is on the seventh day of the week.  
 
This of course, is where the Roman day of Saturday originated, as the day of Saturn.  
 
Since this book was written a mere 14 years after Vespasian's (Titus') destruction of Jerusalem, this is 
this is obviously very strong historical evidence directly from a first century eyewitness, tying in the 
Sabbath with the reoccurring seven day cycle of the Romans. And the Romans have no bias, no 
agenda, they have no skin in the game in regards to when the Sabbath is kept.  
 
Here is this quote taken from their original duplication (rip-off) of EliYah.com's study. There are two 
lines that they added above that are not in EliYah's original.  I underlined them above. 
 
Begin Quote from 119 Ministries first effort: 
 
70 - 84 CE (AD)  
 
Frontinus, a Roman Soldier who lived from c. 40 CE to 103 CE, wrote book on military strategy called 
Strategematicon in 84 A.D. In it, he writes:  
 
“The deified Augustus Vespasian attacked the Jews on the day of Saturn, a day on which it is sinful for 
them to do any business.” Frontinus Stratagem 2.1.17.   
 
The original Latin version of this book has “Saturnis” for Saturn, confirming that the Romans 
associated the Sabbath day with their “day of Saturn” which is on the seventh day of the week.   
 
Since this book was written a mere 14 years after Vespasian’s (Titus’) destruction of Jerusalem, this is 
this is obviously very strong historical evidence directly from a first century eyewitness, tying in the 
Sabbath with the recurring seven day cycle of the Romans.  
 
End Quote: 
 
Look familiar?  Thus my responses will remain unchanged unless I have more information than I did 
when I first rebutted 119 Ministries anti-Lunar Sabbath article (that is really EliYah.com's).  I will drag 
and drop my original responses in green (as they were in 2014).  Anything new from 119 Ministries, I 
will underline, any new response from me will be in purple. 
  
As Jon at 119 Ministries (and EliYah) attempted to point out, Israel did not have a day for Saturn on 
their calendar (the modern Jews do though), so whatever day this was, Frontinus was getting it from a 
different (yet similar) calendar.  More on this in a bit. 
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These are foolish statements since Rome did not adopt a seven day week until 321 A.D. during the 
Imperial era.  As I’ve said, whatever calendar Frontinus was comparing with, it was NOT the Roman 
calendar.  Rome had an 8 day market week during Frontinus’ lifetime.   
 
“The Roman calendar also had a recurring cycle of 8-days, similar to our week, called the nundinae = 
nine-days (once again, we have that habit of inclusive counting). This “week” was not religious in 
significance, but originally indicated days upon which a market would be held in Rome. Extant Roman 
calendars indicate this interval by giving each consecutive day a letter A through H. Note that this was 
simply a mnemonic marker. They did not call them “day A,” etc. The 7-day week and its names were 
not introduced into Roman civil life until the imperial period.”  This is a quote from 
http://www.polysyllabic.com/?q=calhistory/earlier/roman  
  
Looked like this: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
You can see the entire year of this calendar on page 7 above. 
 
Here is another helpful link:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_calendar.  Please note that even their 
8 day weeks were not inclusive, a week could begin in one month and end in another.  This practice 
continued after they adopted the seven day planetary week. 
 
Here is a most helpful link: http://www.crystalinks.com/romecalendar.html, along with this one… 
http://www.webexhibits.org/calendars/year-text-Fasti.html.  
 
63 BCE - 229 CE  
 
Cassius Dio, a Roman Historian who lived from ca. 155 to 229 CE, using the historical annals of the 
Roman empire, wrote about 3 battles which the Roman empire had with the Jews.  
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The first battle was during a time when the Hyrcanus II and Aristobulus II, two brothers who were the 
offspring of the Maccabees, were engaged in a dispute over who would rule. The Romans, through the 
actions of Pompey, came in and settled the dispute, siding with Hyrcanus. While speaking of Pompey's 
battle, the Sabbath is mentioned.  
 
 "Most of the city, to be sure, he took without any trouble, as he was received by the party of 
 Hyrcanus; but the temple itself, which the other party had occupied, he captured only with 
 difficulty. For it was on high ground and was fortified by a wall of its own, and if they had 
 continued defending it on all days alike, he could not have got possession of it. As it was, they 
 made an excavation of what are called the days of Saturn, and by doing no work at all on 
 those days afforded the Romans an opportunity in this interval to batter down the wall.  
 
 The latter, on learning of this superstitious awe of theirs, made no serious attempts the rest of 
 the time, but on those days, when they came round in succession, assaulted most vigorously.  
 
 Thus the defenders were captured on the day of Saturn, without making any defense, and all 
 the wealth was plundered.  
 
 The kingdom was given to Hyrcanus, and Aristobulus was carried away."  
        Cassius Dio Roman History 37.16.1-4  
 
So the Romans took advantage of the fact that the Jews would not work on the Sabbath. When was the 
Sabbath? Again, the weekly Sabbath coincides with the Roman "days of Saturn."  
 
119 Ministries added nothing new, so I need add nothing new.  As proof that the Hebrew calendar 
during Dio Cassius’ life was NOT like the Roman calendar, I offer you the following evidence: 
 
“The effect of the bissextile day on the nundinal cycle is not discussed in the sources. According to 
Dio Cassius, a leap day was inserted in 41 BC to ensure that the first market day of 40 BC did not fall 
on 1 January, which implies that the old 8-day cycle was not immediately affected by the Julian 
reform”  Quote taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar.  The footnoted reference for 
this comment is:   ^ Dio Cassius 48.33.4, 60.24.7; C. J. Bennett, “The Imperial Nundinal Cycle”, 
Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik 147 (2004) 175-179. 
 
How many leap days, market days, January’s and 8 day weeks were the Hebrew calendar?  None!  
There certainly was not a satyrday in the Hebrew calendar, and here’s the kicker, there wasn’t one in 
the Roman calendar during Cassius’ life either.  There wasn’t a satyrday on the official Roman 
calendar until 321 A.D.   
 
So the question remains, to WHAT calendar was Dio Cassius comparing his statements regarding the 
Sabbaths of Israel?  Answers forthcoming… 
 
The second battle listed by Cassius Dio occurred in 36 BCE, this is the one that resulted in the very 
first King Herod coming to power:  
 
 "The Jews, indeed, had done much injury to the Romans, but they suffered far more themselves. 
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 The first of them to be captured were those who were fighting for the precinct of their god, and 
 then the rest on the day even then called the day of Saturn.  
 
 And so excessive were they in their devotion to religion that the first set of prisoners, those who 
 had been captured along with the temple, obtained leave from Sosius, when the day of Saturn 
 came round again, and went up into the temple and there performed all the customary rites, 
 together with the rest of the people.  
 
 These people Antony entrusted to a certain Herod to govern; but Antigonus he bound to a cross 
 and flogged,— a punishment no other king had suffered at the hands of the Romans,— and 
 afterwards slew him." 
        Cassius Dio Roman History 49.22.4-6  
 
Note that Cassius Dio reports the Jews as keeping "customary rites" at the temple on the “Day of 
Saturn."  
 
The line above is entirely new, replacing the following paragraph; my original response is still valid. 
 
Note that Cassius Dio reports the Jews as keeping "customary rites" at the temple on "the day even 
then called the “Day of Saturn." This indicates that the Sabbath wasn't only called the "Day of Saturn" 
during his lifetime, but it was called the "Day of Saturn" back in 36 BCE, well before Y'shua was born 
in Bethlehem.  
 
But since there was not a satyrday on the Israelite calendar, and satyrday was the first day of the pagan 
planetary week, how does this evidence support your case, Jon? 
 
Next, he records that the 70 CE Jerusalem destruction was on the Sabbath, which he again calls the 
"day of Saturn:"  
 
70 - 229 CE  
 
 Thus was Jerusalem destroyed on the very day of Saturn, the day which even now the Jews 
 reverence most. From that time forth it was ordered that the Jews who continued to observe 
 their ancestral customs should pay an annual tribute of two denarii to Jupiter Capitoline.  
 
 In consequence of this success both generals received the title of imperator, but neither got that 
 of Judaïcus, although all the other honours that were fitting on the occasion of so magnificent a 
 victory, including triumphal arches, were voted to them.  
 
         Cassius Dio Roman History 65.7.2  
 
Indeed, Rome well knew the vulnerability of apostate Israel on their Sabbaths.  They were 3 for 3 
when attacking Jerusalem on the Hebrew Sabbath.  F. H. Colson, The Week, 1926, p. 42, maintains that 
the planetary week is not “a pagan interpretation of the Jewish week” since the order of the planets is 
not the real one, but an astrological invention developed by the belief that each individual hour of the 
day was under the control of a planet.  This explanation is given by Dio Cassius (ca. A.D. 220) in his 
Historia 37, 18-19.   
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Distributing the 168 hours of the week to each of the planets according to their scientific order, the first 
hour of Saturday stands under the protection of Saturn, who assumes the control over the day.  The 
first hour of the second day falls to the Sun, the first hour of the third day to the Moon and so forth.  In 
other words, the planet which controlled the first hour became the protector of the day, dedicated to it. 
 
Many will contend there is “historical proof” the modern week is the same week observed by the 
ancient Israelites.  But other than Jewish tradition, the best historical evidence available on the subject 
shows that the modern Roman week came into existence in the third century, and was based on a more 
ancient Egyptian calendar, which was in turn based on the worship of the sun, the moon and the 
planets (five of which were known anciently). 
 
A reference to the sabbath being on “Saturday” by the Roman historian Dio Cassius in the 2nd century 
is taken as “proof” that the modern week day Saturday is the Sabbath of Scripture.  But the Roman 
week, from which the modern week is derived, would not exist for another century after the time of 
Dio Cassius!  So the only “Saturday” he could have possibly meant was the Egyptian week day.  And 
since there is no possible way to tell when the long defunct Egyptian week day “Saturday” was 
observed, in relation to the Roman week day “Saturday” that existed a century later, or even IF the 
sabbath observed in the second century was the TRUE sabbath, we therefore have only Jewish and 
Catholic religious traditions to rely on to tell us when they think the “sabbaths” should be kept. 
 
When we quote Dio Cassius as saying that the Jews honored Saturn’s day, it would be well for us to 
use his definition of Saturn’s day so that we can understand what he meant by the term.   Dio Cassius’s 
understanding of the planetary week is explained in R.L. Odam’s book, Sunday Sacredness in Roman 
Paganism, (1944) in the chapter called ‘Planetary Week in the Third Century’ on pp. 118-120.  There 
are charts and quotations from Dio Cassius showing that Saturn’s day was the 1st day of the planetary 
week.  The planetary week began on the 1st day of the lunar month, and Saturn’s day was the 1st, 8th, 
15th, and 22nd of the month (the 29th day of the month is inferred).  Please note that satyrday was the 
FIRST day of the pagan planetary week. 
 
Their month looked something like this (because lunar months begin with the New Moon, and 
included either 29 or 30 days.  The moon taking 29.5 days to get back to the same place again): 
 
Saturn’s   Sun’s  Moon’s  Mar’s   Mercury’s  Jupiter’s  Venus’ 
    1*           2          3           4             5                6              7 
    8*           9         10         11           12              13            14 
   15*         16        17         18           19              20            21 
   22*         23        24         25           26              27            28 
   29*        (30) 
 
The Hebrews also used a lunar month - however, the planetary week was not included in their 
month.  Note that the dates of Saturn’s day on the planetary week above on the lunar calendar, line up 
with the dates of the New Moon and Sabbaths on the Hebrew’s lunar month. 
 
                                                                        1#        # = New Moon Day 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8*        * = Sabbath day 
9        10        11       12         13 14 15* 
16        17        18       19 20   21      22* 
23        24        25       26 27        28       29* 
                                                                       (30) 
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This is the explanation for Saturn’s day in Dio Cassius’ writings when he said that the Jews honored 
Saturn’s day.... 
 
The Jews honored the New Moon and the Sabbath on the dates of Saturn’s day in a lunar month.   Dio 
Cassius honored the above shown planetary week before Constantine unhinged the week from the 
month in AD 321, and caused Sunday to be the first day of the week, and Saturday to be the seventh 
day of the week.  However, the Jews did not call the Sabbath ‘Saturn’s day.’  
 
When Constantine switched the calendar so that Sunday was the first day of the week, and Saturday 
became the seventh day of the week, he also unhinged his variation of the planetary week from the 
month, so that it looks much like our calendar does today.  We look at the planetary week on our 
calendar of today, and assume that since historians say the Jews honored Saturn’s day, that they were 
on the same calendar, and calculated time the same way we do. 
 
However, we are mistaken when we do that.  Today’s planetary week calendar is designed by the one 
warned of in Daniel 7:25 who would think to change times and laws.  Until our Heavenly Father gives 
us eyes to see, and helps us understand what the historians were talking about, we read the quotes of 
history and think they confirm us in our traditional understanding of the Sabbath on Saturn’s day.  We 
think it means that Saturday on our Gregorian Calendar is the Saturn’s day referred to in history. 
 
The information regarding Dio Cassius on pp. 17-19 is courtesy a study on this subject by my friends, 
Tom and Elisheba Nelson.   
 
The Jews did not honor Sabbath on the present seventh day Saturn’s day until after they were 
forbidden by law to meet in Palestine to set the lunar calendar for the year with the Abib, or green ears 
of barley, or to honor the Sabbath on the Lunar Calendar.   The Hillel II calendar, which calculated the 
beginning of the months and years ahead for about 2000 years or so, and put the Sabbath on the 
seventh day of Constantine’s week, was sanctified by the Sanhedrin during the 4th Century.  Here’s a 
startling reminder.  There were few if any Israelites in Palestine after 70 A.D.  A million Israelites 
were killed in Jerusalem by the armies of Rome, and the rest were scattered to the four corners of the 
earth (so says Scripture).  So who were the “Jews” in Palestine after 70 A.D?  See below... 
 
The Jews are not Israelites, yet many seem to trust them for their own personal doctrine.  Listen and 
you can hear it from their own lips... 
 
“Here is a paradox . . . A most ingenious paradox: an anthropological fact, many Christians may have 
much more Hebrew-Israelite blood in their veins than most of their Jewish neighbors.”  Jewish author, 
Alfred M. Lilienthal, What Price Israel, p. 223.  
 
The 1980 Jewish Almanac, p. 3, in the first chapter entitled, “Identity Crisis” said… “Strictly 
speaking, it is incorrect to call an ancient Israelite a ‘Jew’ or to call a contemporary Jew and ‘Israelite’ 
or a ‘Hebrew.’” 
 
“Edom is modern Jewry.” —The Jewish Encyclopedia, 1925 edition, Vol.5, p.41 
 
A percentage of the people who are known today as Jews are descendants of Abraham and Isaac, but 
not of Jacob.  History reveals that they are actually the descendants of the fierce Turkish, Khazar tribes 
which roamed regions of southern Russia and who adopted Judaism between 7th and 9th centuries.  
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“No one can deny that the Jews are a most unique and unusual people.  That uniqueness exists 
because of their Edomite heritage.  You cannot be English Jews.  We are a race, and only as a race 
can we perpetuate.  Our mentality is of Edomitish character, and differs from that of an Englishman.  
Enough subterfuges!  Let us assert openly that we are International Jews.”  Manifesto of the “World 
Jewish Federation,” January 1, 1935, through their spokesman, Gerald Soman.  [Emphasis my own.] 
  
From the above, we can clearly see that the Jews fully understand their Edomite heritage and as the 
third edition of the Jewish Encyclopedia for 1925 records:  
 
“Chazars [Khazars]: A people of Turkish origin whose life and history are interwoven with the very 
beginnings of the history of the Jews of Russia.  The kingdom of the Chazars was firmly established in 
most of South Russia long before the foundation of the Russian monarchy by the Varangians.” (855). 
 
Hasdai ibn Shaprut, who was foreign minister to Abd-al-Rahman, Sultan of Cordova, in his letter to 
King Joseph of the Chazars (about 960 A.D.) speaks of the tradition according to which the Chazars 
once dwelt near the Seir Mountains.  The ‘Seir Mountains’ are none other than the original land of 
Esau-Edom - ‘Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom’ (Genesis 36:8).  Seir was a mountain 
range south of the Dead Sea and was also known as the ‘land of Edom’ (Genesis 36:21).  The Seir 
Mountains were the home of the Edomites for nearly a millennium (The Edomites arrived in Edom or 
Seir at the end of the 14th and beginning of the 13th century B.C. Encyclopedia Judaica, Vol. 6, p. 
372).  Thus we have it from Jewish sources that the Khazars originally ‘dwelt near the Seir Mountains’ 
so are racially of Edomite stock, not Israelite.  But how and when did Edomites get to Khazaria?  
There is evidence that in the 6th century BC, some of the Edomites fled their homeland of Seir and 
migrated north, ‘After the fall of Jerusalem, in 586 BC, the Edomites began to press northward 
(Ezekiel 36:5).  The New Westminster Dictionary of the Bible, ed. by Henry S. Gehman, The 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1970, p. 418.” (The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. IV, (1905), p. 3). 
 
“Today, the Khazars are known as ‘Jews,’ not because of any racial question, but because of their 
religion.”  (Jewish historian, Arthur Koestler, The Thirteenth Tribe, New York: Random House, Inc. 
1976)  
  
Koestler also wrote that during the Middle Ages, they lost the name Khazar and became known as 
Jews.  (The Thirteenth Tribe, New York: Random House, Inc. 1976, pp. 152-161)  
 
So his report is that the Jews kept the Sabbath on the "day of Saturn" from 63 BCE up until his day, no 
later than 229 CE. His report also agrees with Frontinus' account of the 70 CE battle.  
 
But based on the evidence above [that Dio Cassius was superimposing the Hebrew calendar over the 
ancient pagan planetary week, and that the Jews are not Israelites] does not prove that Israel observed a 
pagan planetary week or a Roman calendar.  What it does prove is that these Roman historians had to 
compare the Hebrew calendar with a seven day week that they were somewhat familiar with for they 
certainly did not understand the Hebrew calendar.  If they had, Rome would not have later insisted that 
Hillel II make changes to the Hebrew calendar in 341 A.D. 
 
c. 100 CE  
 
The Historian Cornelius Tacitus (ca. 56CE – ca. 117CE), after suggesting that Jews kept the Sabbath 
out of laziness, also associated the Sabbath with the Roman idol, Saturn:  
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 They are said to have devoted the seventh day to rest, because that day brought an end to their 
 troubles. Later, finding idleness alluring, they gave up the seventh year as well to sloth.  
 
 Others maintain that they do this in honor of Saturn; either because their religious principles 
 are derived from the Idaei, who are supposed to have been driven out with Saturn and become 
 the ancestors of the Jewish people; or else because, of the seven constellations which govern 
 the lives of men, the star of Saturn moves in the topmost orbit and exercises peculiar influence, 
 and also because most of the heavenly bodies move round their courses in multiples of seven.  
          From The Histories, Book V  
 
Again, the fact that a pagan associated Sabbath keeping with Saturn demonstrates that the Roman 
week's day of Saturn (Satur-day) was concurrent with what Yahweh calls the Sabbath day.  
 
Tacitus is an eyewitness from the first century who has no "axe to grind" in regards to when the 
Sabbath should be observed. He wrote this a mere 30 years after the destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem.  
 
Rome did not understand the Hebrew calendar in the first and second centuries.  Israel certainly did not 
have a “satyrday” on their calendar, neither did Rome until 321 A.D., so for these Roman historians to 
insist that the Hebrew Sabbath fall on a satyrday, they simply had to be looking at another calendar for 
comparison. 
 
Jon and I do not believe that Israel thought to honor saturn.  What Jon DOES do however is permit 
pagan Roman authors to educate him about the Israelite calendar, and feels enabled because these 
pagan authors wrote that the Hebrew Sabbath fell on satyrday.  To prove my point, pagan Romans did 
worship saturn, but did not have a satyrday on their official calendar until 321 A.D.  Jon might have 
researched this out before wasting your time like this, but he didn’t.  Do you trust him to do your 
thinking and research for you like he trusts the Roman historians to tell him what Israel’s calendar 
looked like?   
 
28 BCE to 1 BCE  
 
Tibullus, a Latin Poet who lived from 54 BCE - 19 BCE, references the Sabbath in one of his Elegies. 
The Poet is quoted by J. Hugh Michael in his paper entitled "The Jewish Sabbath in the Latin Classical 
Writers."  
 
In this Journal article, he says:  
 
 "Tibullus, again, gives us a glimpse of the influence of the Sabbath on the Romans. The Poet, 
 sick in a foreign land, complains of his loneliness; neither mother nor sister has he there to 
 nurse him; nor is Delia with him--she who had inquired of all the gods before permitting him to 
 leave the city. Says Tibillus:  
 
 All promised a return; yet did nothing stay her from looking back in tears and terror on my 
 journey. Yea, even I her comforter, after I had given my parting charge, sought still in my 
 disquiet for reasons to linger and delay. Either birds or words of evil omen were my pretexts, 
 or there was the holy day of Saturn to detain me. (Book I, Eleg. iii 13-18 in Postgate's 
 translation in the Loeb Classics.)  
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 The day of which the poet speaks is of course the Saturday, or, as Postgate puts it, "the Jewish 
 Sabbath, on which no work was to be undertaken," and the implication is clear that 
 unwillingness to set off on a journey on the Sabbath day was no unusual thing among the 
 inhabitants of Rome, for Tibullus is enumerating the common reasons for the postponement of 
 journeys of which he was only too ready to avail himself."  

The Jewish Sabbath in the Latin Classical Writers. J. Hugh Michael Victoria College, Toronto, 
Canada. The American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, Vol. 40, No. 2.  

(Jan., 1924), pp. 117-124. 
 
Please note that the original author (Tibullus) did not connect the “holy day of Saturn” with the 
Hebrew Sabbath; Postgate added this idea.  The Hebrew Sabbath did not wear off on or affect Rome in 
the slightest, if it had, then the disciples would have had much greater success and less resistance when 
sharing the good news.  Tibullus would never have considered not leaving on a journey because it was 
the Hebrew Sabbath.  The land of Israel was the armpit of the Roman Empire due to the constant 
struggle with the Israelite zealots, and the procurators/prefects sent there considered their assignment 
more punishment than reward.  Israel was a by-word in Roman circles.  The worst of the worst soldiers 
and centurions were sent there because their brutality was tolerated and put to good use to quell the 
many Israelite uprisings.   
 
Sources: www.thorncrownjournal.com/timeofchrist/romans.html, and 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War and also 
www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/the_bar_kochba_revolt/  
 
It is interesting that Romans would have any concern at all about traveling on the Sabbath. J. Hugh 
Michael references another writing by the Poet Ovid, who lived from 43 BCE to 17 CE:  
 
Still more impressive is the witness of Ovid. In the Ars Amatoria he instructs the young Roman who is 
desirous of finding an object for his affections how he should set about his search.  
 
The quest need not take him far a field: there is no lack of suitable damsels in Rome.  
 
The poet even specifies the parts of Rome where the quest of the amorous youth is most likely to be 
crowned with success: he should not neglect '(Adonis lamented of Venus, or the seventh day observed 
as holy by the Syrian Jew."  
 
The first part of this direction can only mean that the youth should visit the Temple of Venus when her 
grief for Adonis was commemorated on the anniversary of his death.  
 
Similarly the second part must mean that he should attend the Sabbath services held in the Jewish 
synagogues. Is it possible to attach any other meaning to the advice that the youth should not avoid the 
seventh day observed by the Syrian Jew?  
 
And what meaning is there in the counsel unless Roman maidens were wont to attend those services?  
 
It is not easy to think that it was the poet's intention that the young Roman should become enamored of 
a Jewess!  
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The Jewish Sabbath in the Latin Classical Writers. J. Hugh Michael Victoria College, Toronto, 
Canada. The American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, Vol. 40, No. 2. (Jan., 1924), pp. 

117-124  
 
The work that J. Hugh Michael references, Ars Amatoria, was written approximately 1 BCE.  
 
Thus, it is evident that even the Romans were associating the seventh day of their Roman week with 
the Sabbath. But was Sabbath keeping really this tied to their culture?  
 
First of all, the “sabbath” in this poem is not associated with satyrday anywhere in the quote.  It says 
seventh day as observed by the Syrian Jew, not by the Egyptians, Romans, etc.  Second, Rome did not 
have a seven day week in 1 B.C. to associate with the Hebrew Sabbath.  They had an 8 day market 
calendar (A-H).  Third, Israelites did not worship with strangers, Greeks or gentiles, much less Roman 
maidens.  These people, gentiles, would not have been permitted anywhere near the temple, and Jon at 
119 Ministries knows this, yet he felt impressed to use this as evidence.  Fourth, Roman maidens 
would have been scarce in foreign territory.  Only Roman soldiers were required in these far away 
lands, and they were forbidden to marry or BE married as long as they were in the military (25 years), 
so there were no Roman wives or young daughters cavorting about these conquered lands.  Last, the 
point Jon uses to make his point is added by the commentator, J. Hugh Michael, not by Ovid or the 
amorous young Roman.   
 
YHWH warned us not to add or diminish aught from the Torah.  Perhaps He should have also added 
that we should not add or diminish aught from the historical references we use when we are trying to 
prove a point about Scripture. 
 
119 CE  
 
The Sabbath does appear to be closely entwined to the weekly cycle of the first century Romans. This 
is evidenced by the writings of Suetonius. Suetonius (ca. 69CE - 130CE) was a Roman historian who 
wrote "Lives of twelve Caesars" in 119 CE. While describing the life of Tiberius Caesar (14 - 37 CE), 
he wrote::  
 
 "The grammarian Diogenes, who used to lecture every Sabbath at Rhodes, would not admit 
 Tiberius when he came to hear him on a different day, but sent a message by a common slave of 
 his, putting him off to the seventh day. When this man waited before the Emperor's door at 
 Rome to pay his respects, Tiberius took no further revenge than to bid him return seven years 
 later."  

Suetonius The Life of Tiberius 32.2 [A year for a day.  How interesting.] 
 
Rhodes was a major schooling center for Roman families. It's interesting that the seventh day is 
referred to as the "Sabbath" (Latin: sabbatis) in Roman literature, especially when it is written by a 
pagan historian who was even the Roman Emperor's secretary for a time (Wikipedia entry on 
Suetonius).  
 
That is because the seventh day of the Hebrew calendar WAS the Sabbath.  Why is this so interesting?  
Please note, it was the seventh day Sabbath of the grammarian, Diogenes, it does not say it was the 
seventh day of the Roman calendar, nor that this day was satyrday.  Satyrday was the first day of the 
week in 119 A.D., not the seventh, so if this were referring to satyrday, it would only serve to prove 
that Israel was NOT using the Roman calendar, or if so, they were in apostasy (again).   
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Let me say for the record, there WERE pockets of citizens in the Roman Empire who observed the 
pagan seven-day planetary week in this era, but satyrday was the first day of this calendar week, not 
the seventh.  History has been re-written by the victors for as long as there have been victors, but the 
record of these “victors” shows satyrday being the first day of the seven-day planetary week UNTIL 
321 A.D just as it had been for the 800 years BEFORE Rome conquered the earth.  Nice try Jon, but 
you were not there, you did not write history and you cannot re-write it to suit your doctrines.  It is 
what it is. 
 
It appears that J. Hugh Michael's references to the Roman poets, as well as this reference from 
Suetonius, is a strong indication that the seventh day Sabbath had become more tied into Roman 
society than most people realize. Possibly this is one of the reasons Josephus said:  
 
 "The masses have long since shown a keen desire to adopt our religious observances; and there 
 is not one city, Greek or barbarian, nor a single nation, to which our custom of abstaining from 
 work on the seventh day has not spread and where our fasts and the lighting of lamps and many 
 of our prohibitions in the matter of food are not observed.  

Apion 2:282-283  
 
I’m thinking the “not” in the last line is a typo.  Perhaps not.   
 
Sure, the Sabbath was known (and perhaps observed) by all these people groups because the 
“barbarian” tribes were the 10 lost tribes of Israel that had fled across the Caucasus Mountains about 
700 B.C.  The Sabbath would resonate within them even if they had forgotten who they were (which 
they had).  Even if the faith of Abraham was recognized throughout the then known world, if you read 
the links on page 77 above, Israelites were not well tolerated by Rome, even if their religious practices 
were looked upon with awe by the masses, which does not equate to Rome adopting Hebrew practices, 
rites, religious observations, etc.     
 
In consideration of these things, it appears that the Romans picked up the recurring seven day week 
from the Jews, not the other way around.  [This was the continuation of this paragraph in the original.  
It is easy to see why 119 Ministries eliminated it entirely as it proves that satyrday is not the Sabbath of 
Israel... For 5 centuries or longer the Romans had kept an 8 day week with the days being named by 
the letters of the alphabet A through H. They did not keep a seven day week until they came into more 
contact with Sabbath keeping Jews in the early centuries BCE.] 
 
I couldn't believe that Jon at 119 Ministries included such a statement.  That he has subsequently 
removed it is entirely believable, for one of any number of reasons.   
 
That said, it is a completely false statement.  Rome's observance of a seven day week was a direct 
result of their paganism.  Rome hated Israel and her feasts because they conflicted with their pagan 
holidays.  It is entirely unbelievable that Rome's 7 day week had anything to do with Israel.  Perhaps it 
was because of this truth that 119 Ministries removed that portion of the above paragraph. 
 
The fact that they named the days of the week after various planetary idols doesn't prove that they 
originated the recurring seven-day week. The naming of the days after planetary idols appears to have 
originated with either the Babylonians or the Hindu civilizations, not the Romans.  
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Wow, not only is this wishful thinking, Jon is again attempting to re-write history to fit is doctrines.  
As the Roman Empire spread, they encountered the already in use pagan seven day planetary week.  If 
they had gotten if from Israel, the days would not be named after the pagan gods.  In fact, these pagan 
names were retained by Rome because it was the pagan seven-day planetary week that Rome 
eventually adopted.   
 
The History of the Seven-day Week 
“There are many different opinions as to how the history of the seven-day week came about, but the 
most common explanation is that the seven-day week seems to have originated when Babylonian 
astrologers assigned their planet gods to the days of the week around 700 BCE. The Romans later 
replaced these names with their own planet-gods.”  Quoted from: 
www.timeanddate.com/calendar/days/  
 
The ancient Etruscans developed an eight-day market week known as the nundinal cycle around the 
8th or 7th century BC.  This was passed on to the Romans no later than the 6th century BC. As Rome 
expanded, it encountered the seven-day week and for a time attempted to include both. The popularity 
of the seven-day rhythm won and the eight-day week disappeared. 
 
The cycle of seven days, named after the sun, the moon, and the five planets visible to the naked eye, 
was already customary in the time of Justin Martyr, who wrote of the Christians meeting on the Day of 
the Sun (Sunday).  Resource: ^  Apology, chapter LXVII 

 
Emperor Constantine eventually established the seven-day week in the Roman calendar in AD 321.  
Resource: ^  Zerubavel, Eviatar (1989). The Seven Day Circle: The History and Meaning of the Week. 
University of Chicago Press. 
 
“The Roman context of the spread of Christianity meant that Rome contributed a lot to the structure 
and calendar of the new faith.”  Resource: ^  www.bbc.co.uk/religion/0/20394641  
 
And it is this same ROMAN calendar that has been lovingly embraced by Jon who should know better.  
When I first introduced the lunar calendar to “EliYah”, he asked intelligent questions (because he is an 
intelligent man).  I don’t know when this practice stopped, but I see an articulate, well-intended 
rebuttal here.  The initial intelligent thought I saw from this gentleman has been sadly overrun and 
replaced by the traditions of men, now being re-read by Jon. 
 
The question is this "If the Sabbath is not on Saturday then why do the first century Romans keep 
saying the Jewish Sabbath is on their ‘day of Saturn’ (Saturday)?"  
 
The obvious answer to the obvious question is that the first century Jews, including Yeshua the 
Messiah and His disciples, kept the same recurring seven-day week as the Romans. It is historical fact 
that the same week and day sequence exists to this day and has not changed.  
 
The following was 119 Ministries' original statement and my response.  Their statement has been 
slightly altered as you can see above.  My response is the same... 
 
So if you are a Lunar Sabbath keeper, the obvious question for you is, "If the Jews in the first century 
kept the Lunar Sabbath, and only later adopted what is called the 'Roman week,' why do the first 
century Romans keep saying the Jewish Sabbath is on their "day of Saturn (Saturday)?"  
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The obvious answer to the obvious question is that the first century Jews, including Yeshua the 
Messiah and His disciples, kept the same recurring seven day week as the Romans. It is historical fact 
that the same week and day sequence exists to this day and has not changed. Yahweh has preserved 
His holy Sabbath!  
 
I was initially worried about these historical quotes because many people reading them were startled, 
puzzled and concerned that EliYah had found the evidence that proved the lunar Sabbath to be 
incorrect.  Well, that coupled with the fact that I personally know and respect EliYah.  Let me say 
again for the record, EliYah is generally a man of great moral and Scriptural integrity, and while I am 
greatly disappointed at his effort to undo what YHWH has wrought, I still count EliYah as one of the 
good guys.  As you readers can clearly see, his better judgment has been clouded by his tradition 
whether he is willing to admit it or not.  I cannot speak for Jon. 
  
The fact that I have Scriptural evidence that proves that the Sabbath of Israel was regulated by the 
moon, and I have historical evidence from Hebrew and even Jewish authors that concur all stands in 
the face of Jon's statement.  There is not a shred of evidence (and he provided none) that the seven day 
week observed by Yeshua and his disciples was the same as the recurring seven day week of the 
Romans. 
 
Just because some nation decides to name a particular day after the god of Saturn and it happens to line 
up with the timing of the Sabbath day, does not nullify the timing of the Sabbath day.  
 
Agreed.  But it is rather ridiculous to use the pagan calendar week and call the seventh day of that 
calendar the Sabbath of Scripture, don't you think?  Which is the problem; they did not think. 
 
If Islam suddenly decided that Passover was now called the day of Allah, would we change the date of 
Passover simply because of Islam’s naming convention for that day? Of course not! Then why would it 
matter for the Sabbath? The Sabbath came first, not the day of Saturn. Who cares what the Romans 
did? We are not Romans, we are Hebrews. The Sabbath is our day and has nothing to do with Saturn 
just because the Romans believed it did.  
 
As silly at this hypothetical statement above is, this is EXACTLY what Rome did.  They reengineered 
the calendar; a fact ignored by ignorant satyrday Sabbatarians the world over.  Here's how it came 
about... 
 
I admit it, Israel worshiped on satyrday.  But you have borne the tabernacle of your moloch [king] and 
Chiun your images, the star of your god which you made for yourselves.  Amos 5:26.  Chiun is the 
Hebrew word for Saturn.  But that does not mean their worship was acceptable to YHWH.  In this 
verse Amos sees a day where Israel worships a star-god that they would make for themselves which 
means that Israel would have been in apostasy at that time. 
 
Stephen, in Acts 7:43 quotes Amos and is translated as Remphan, which is Greek for Saturn.  Satyrday 
is ONLY a day found on the pagan seven day planetary week.  Satyrday was the first day (not the 
seventh) of this pagan calendar week from at LEAST 800 B.C. and perhaps further back.  The Father’s 
calendar is found in the sun and moon (the two great lights), not in the planets. 
  
Why am I spelling it satyrday instead of saturn’s day?  Because Saturn and the Satyr are both linked to 
the same false system of worship.  
 



 27 

Do this word study with your concordance.  Isaiah 13:21 says…  But wild beasts of the desert shall lie 
there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall 
dance there.  
 
The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry 
to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest.  Isaiah 34:14  
 
In both cases, the Hebrew word here translated as satyr is Strong’s H8163. 
 
It would seem that the Father stopped Israel’s satyrday observance early on.  Speaking to Israel after 
their deliverance from Egypt, YHWH said…  And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, 
after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their 
generations.  Leviticus 17:7.  Notice the word for devils (below). 
 
And they shall no 3808 more 5750 offer 2076 (853) their sacrifices 2077 unto devils, 8163 after 310 
whom 834 they 1992 have gone a whoring. 2181 This 2063 shall be 1961 a statute 2708 forever 5769 
unto them throughout their generations. 1755  
 
Same Hebrew word, H 8163, Satyrs. 
 
Jeroboam and his sons were later cursed for leading Israel BACK into idolatry.   II Chronicles 11:15 
says…  And he [Jeroboam] ordained 5975 him priests 3548 for the high places, 1116 and for the 
devils, 8163 and for the calves 5695 which 834 he had made. 6213  
 
Same Hebrew word, H8163, Satyrs. 
 
Jeroboam brought back what YHWH had removed from Israel in Leviticus 17.  And nearly every time 
Jeroboam’s name is mentioned thereafter it is either prefaced or followed by the statement, who has 
made my people Israel to sin.  Amos reminded Israel of their satyrday idolatry, Stephen repeated it and 
it got him killed.   
 
Let me share with you why I believe it is a good idea to examine the foundation of the day that most 
Sabbitarians call “Sabbath”.  Watch for the bold blue font below because at least one particular 
scholar DOES believe that satyrday worship is linked to saturn worship (and worse), and he proves it 
VERY convincingly.   
 
Ever heard of a dual counterfeit?  Only the enemies of YHWH would accept an obvious counterfeit, 
but for the more elect, the Adversary has a not-so-obvious counterfeit.   
 
How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be Almighty, follow Him: but if Ba’al, then follow 
him.  And the people answered him not a word.  I Kings 18:21.   
 
Ba’al is the obvious fraud, but what about “the LORD”?  Every time you read LORD or GOD in all 
capital letters in Scripture, the underlying Hebrew is YHWH, the Creator’s Name.  Ba’al means 
“Lord” in Hebrew.  In Hebrew there is no deception, His Name is YHWH, (which is how the Hebrew 
reads) but in English there is no right answer from which to choose, both mean Lord.  YHWH tells us 
to stop calling Him “my Lord” (Hosea 2:16-Baali means “my Lord”).  Friends, what we have here is a 
dual counterfeit; one is obvious, the other not-so-obvious. 
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Which day do YOU keep holy? 
 

• Sunday, the current first day of the pagan Roman/papal calendar 
 

• Saturday, the current seventh day of the pagan Roman/papal calendar.   
 
I say “current” because these days were not always the first and seventh days of the week, respectively.  

 
As a side note, I find it interesting that we pronounce the “n” in 
woden’s day (Wednesday), but we don’t for “Saturn’s day” 
(Saturday).  Have you ever heard of a Satyr?  The cloven footed half-
man, half-goat—the universal symbol of Satan himself? 
 
Sunday is the obvious fraud.  Only the enemies of YHWH would 
observe Sunday, in honor of the pagan sun-god.  But every satyrday, 
of every week, of every year, satyrday Sabbatarians everywhere, in 
spite of themselves, worship on satyrday — a day named after Satan 
himself.   
 
Very cleverly, the Adversary receives his worship every week, all 
year long, by sincere folks who believe they are following YHWH.  
Friends, what we have here is a dual counterfeit; one is obvious, the 
other not-so-obvious.  Even if Saturday really is named after Saturn, 
don’t think we are going to get off the hook so easily.  Saturn 

worship is the oldest form of Satanism and is clearly and historically linked to Satyr, the horned goat.  
The Adversary does not care how you spell his many different names, or under which one you 
worship, as long as you do not worship YHWH.  Please feel free to connect the dots…   
 
Satan (or Pan) is also called the “Horned God” 
 
Pan a lusty satyr, half-man, half-goat, was given to every form of licentiousness and debauchery. 
 
Kronos, the father of the gods……for a certain wicked deed, was called Titan, and cast down to 
hell.  Kronos is none other than Satan himself.  Titan, or teitan, as it is sometimes spelled, is the 
Chaldee form of the Hebrew word sheitan (Satan), the common name for the Adversary. 
 
In the region where the Chaldean Mysteries were originally concocted,--that Adversary who was 
ultimately the real father of all the pagan gods,--and who (to make the title of kronos (Saturn), 
“the Horned One,” appropriate to him also) was symbolized by the kerastes, the Horned serpent.  
 
Horned goat, horned serpent, father of the gods….hmm.  Kronos claims to be in charge if TIME!  
Kronos is where we get our word Chronology, the study of time.  Kronos, said another way, is also 
known as Father Time.  Cue Scriptural support:  Daniel 7:25, see also Isaiah 14… 
 
For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
Elohim:  
I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High.  Isaiah 14:13-14 
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The word congregation here is the Hebrew word mo’edim, which means “set feasts, appointed times”.  
A mountain in Scripture is a controlling power or authoritarian presence.  The prophecy above is 
proclaiming that someone will claim to sit on the mount of YHWH’s appointed times.  The Adversary 
is saying that he will control the calendar, and the appointed times.  And indeed he does, but only in 
the hearts and minds of his followers, having no real control of YHWH’s calendar appointed times.  
You see, YHWH wrote His calendar in the heavens where neither man nor Lucifer could mess with it. 
 
Now, the name Saturn in Chaldee is pronounced Satur; but, as every Chaldee scholar knows, 
consists only of four letters, thus — S T U R.  This name contains exactly the Apocalyptic 
number 666… 
 
   S =   60  
   T = 400  
   U =     6             
    R = 200                                                               

        666 
 
The information in the bold blue font on the last two pages was gleaned from Alexander Hislop’s 
classic, The Two Babylons. 
                                   
Truth is a two edged sword.  If we are going to condemn “sunday” observance as worshipping on the 
“venerable day of the sun,” satyrday Sabbath keepers need to look in the mirror.  Is worshipping on a 
day named after Satan any better?  Satyrday bears the name of our enemy.  So, what should we call 
those who would enlist us to worship YHWH exclusively on satyrday? 
 
Proof questions: 
 
1.  Where does it say in Scripture that satyrday is the Sabbath?   
  
2.  Where does it say in Scripture that the Sabbath is every seventh day in succession, in an unbroken 
cycle of seven day weeks?   
 
Answer these two simple questions and this issue goes away.  Simple as that.  But there is a LOT 
more… 
 
Jeremiah 10:2 says to not learn the way of the heathen.  The week adopted by the Gregorian calendar 
originated as the pagan seven day planetary week.  The ONLY reason Jon other satyrday Sabbath 
keeper claims that the Sabbath is on an unbroken cycle of seven days is because they are LOOKING at 
the pagan/papal calendar with its repeating seven day weeks.  119 Ministries cannot explain why 
YHWH would embed His Sabbath the pagan/papal Gregorian calendar while exclusively embedding 
His other feast days in the lunar-solar calendar established at Creation.   
  
3.  Every weekly Sabbath that can be date identified in Scripture falls on either the 8th, 15th, 22nd or 
29th day of the (lunar) month.  This cannot happen with the current solar calendar; this does however 
occur on a lunar-solar calendar though.  Can you find a single weekly Sabbath in Scripture that falls on 
a date other than these?  http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/28-8-15-22-29_Proof.pdf 
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4.  Read Exodus 31:13, Ezekiel 20:12 and 20:20 and understand that the Sabbath is not only a sign 
[Hebrew word owth] but also an appointed time [Hebrew word mo'edim] as discovered in Genesis 
1:14, Psalm 104:19, and Leviticus 23:1-3).  Genesis 1:14 clearly says that either the sun or moon will 
regulate these calendar events, signs (owth), seasons (mo'edim), days and years.  Can you go outside, 
look at the sun and tell whether it is the Sabbath?  If not, you are relying on the wrong light.  Try the 
other one. 
  
5.  The New Moon days never fall during the common week; they are a third category of day.  Genesis 
1:1-2 and Ezekiel 46:1 prove that New Moon day (the first day of every month, even the FIRST 
month of earth’s history) is a third category of day, not counted as a week day.  Genesis 1:1-2 is a time 
consuming creation event that was not included in the first work week, yet it WAS part of the first 
month of earth’s history.  Ezekiel 46:1 (which begins with a “Thus saith Sovereign YHWH”) says that 
the gate to the temple is shut on all six working days, but open on the Sabbath and New Moon.  Last 
month, New Moon was on a monday (as of this writing).  If the tabernacle were still here and I asked 
you, “Would the gate have been open or shut?”, how would you answer?  If you say open because it is 
New Moon day, I would respond that it is a work day, it must be shut.  If you agreed, “Of course 
monday is a work day, it must be shut.”  I’d reply, “But friend, it is New Moon, it must be open.”  You 
have no correct answer because you are applying a pagan/papal/Roman/solar-only/man-made calendar 
to this Scriptural calendar event.  
 
Looks like this... 
 

New 
Moon 

(Genesis 
1:1-2) 

Day 1 of 
week 

(Genesis 
1:3-5) 

Day 2 of 
week 

(Genesis 
1:6-8) 

Day 3 of 
week 

(Genesis 
1:9-13) 

Day 4 of 
week 

(Genesis 
1:14-19) 

Day 5 of 
week 

(Genesis 
1:20-23) 

Day 6 of 
week 

(Genesis 
1:24-31) 

7th day 
Sabbath 
(Genesis 

2:1-3) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

(30)        
 
Amos 8:5, Isaiah 66:23 and II Kings 4:23 also prove that the days of set-apart convocation (Sabbaths 
and New Moon days) belong in a separate category, apart from the six common work days.   See short 
study here: http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/03-QT-ThreeDistinctDays.pdf.   
 
Amos: The unscrupulous venders are seeking to cheat the Israelites, but it is Sabbath and new moon.  
Israel won't come out to buy their wares until it is a work day.   
 
Isaiah: We will worship YHWH on the Sabbaths and New Moon days, not on work days.   
 
II Kings: The boy collapses in the field, his mother races out, scoops him up and runs inside.  There 
the boy dies in her lap.  So she runs upstairs, places the boy on Elisha's bed, then runs to her husband 
asking permission to take a donkey and a servant with her to go see the prophet.  To which he inquires, 
It is neither New Moon, nor Sabbath, why do you want to go see him today?  Where was the man?  In 
his field.  What was he doing?  Working.   
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6.  The 14th day of Abib is always the preparation day for first day of Unleavened Bread.  Abib 14 
floats on our current version of the Roman calendar.  Abib 10 is the day to purchase a lamb if you don't 
already own one.  Abib 10 floats on the Roman calendar.  The fact is that the 10th, 14th and 16th of 
Abib are, without exception, commanded work days.  The barley could be harvested on the 16th only 
after the Wave Sheaf had been offered and accepted, Leviticus 23:9-14.  If there is a continuous 7 day 
cycle, every few years either the 10th, 14th or 16th will fall on a satyrday.  In fact, satyrday fell on 
Abib 10 in 2003.  Satyrday fell on the 14th of Abib in 2004 and 2008.  Satyrday fell on the 16th of 
Abib in 2002, 2006 and 2009.  There is no legislation provided to do these tasks a day early or late in 
case these days "just happen" to fall on the Sabbath, these work dates are fixed.  YHWH never has 
Israel do common work on a rest day, and did not here either.  These days will never fall on the 
Sabbath, yet they will fall on your satyrday every few years.  Can you explain this? 
 
7.  The battle of Jericho was a seven day event.  Every able bodied Israelite male took with him every 
available weapon at his disposal.  The priests even carried with them the sacred Ark of the Covenant.  
In this battle/siege, Israel is on the offensive, they are the aggressors.  Read the account in Joshua 6.  
Only Joshua knew it would be a 7 day affair, the men were told they would attack when Joshua gave 
them the signal.  These soldiers were marching around Jericho for seven days in attack mode, on a full 
tilt adrenalin rush, not knowing for sure when the signal would come.  Which day was the Sabbath?  
Did YHWH ever send Israel into battle on the Sabbath?  The battle of Jericho is more a calendar 
statement than it is about the conquest of Canaan.  How do I know this?  Simple.  Israel had JUST 
come out of the wilderness after a 40 year sojourn, having to relearn the law (including the Sabbath) of 
Yah.  Do you suppose that the VERY first thing YHWH commanded Israel to do would be to break the 
Sabbath with a 7 day siege?  You think about this.  If you are interested in knowing how they took 
Jericho WITHOUT breaking the Sabbath, ask (or look at the calendar model above).  It is so simple a 
child can figure it out.  Let me know your response on this one, OK? 
 
And it was in the second month, on the first day of the month, that YHWH said to Joshua, Rise up, 
behold I have given Jericho into thy hand with all the people thereof; and all your fighting men shall 
go round the city, once each day, thus shall ye do for six days. 
And on the seventh day they went round the city seven times, and the priests blew upon trumpets.  
Jasher 88:14, 17 
 
Looks like this: 
 

New 
Moon 
x 1 

Day 1 of 
week 
x 1 

Day 2 of 
week 
x 1 

Day 3 of 
week 
x 1 

Day 4 of 
week 
x 1 

Day 5 of 
week 
x 1 

Day 6 of 
week 
x 7 

7th day 
Sabbath 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 
8.  It is easy to go back in time with lunar or solar cycles.  We know that Passover is on the day of the 
full moon of the first week of the new year, meaning that if we overlay the lunar cycles with the 
current pagan/papal Gregorian calendar, we can find out what days of the planetary week Passover 
WOULD have occurred IF the Gregorian calendar had been in effect in first century Israel. 
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Passover would have been on the pagan we-day in A.D. 27. 
It would have been on the pagan mo-day in A.D. 28. 
On the pagan su-day in A.D. 29. 
On the pagan th-day in A.D. 30. 
On the pagan tu-day in A.D. 31. 
On the pagan su-day in A.D. 32. 
And on the pagan th-day in A.D. 33. 
 
What this proves is that there were no fri-sat-sun weekend Passovers on ANY of the dates between 27 
and 34 A.D. covering all the suspected years of the crucifixion.  There are four reasons for this.   
 
A. In the first century, Israel was still observing the natural calendar established at Creation.   
 
B. Nature [the cycle of the moon] does not lie.   
 
C. Rome was not using the current calendar in the first century either.  They had an 8 day 
market calendar called the Roman Republican Calendar.   
 
D.  In the first century, saturn's day was the FIRST day of the pagan planetary week, not the seventh. 
 
And the day after Passover in the year of the crucifixion was most certainly the weekly Sabbath, see 
Mark 15:42, Luke 23:54-56, John 19:31. 
 
Since Israel was not using the Julian or Gregorian calendar in the first century (Hint: the current 
calendar, the Gregorian calendar, was not invented until 1582) and Rome was using an 8 day weekly 
calendar, why do you assume that the crucifixion was on a f-day followed by a satyrday in the grave 
and a s-day resurrection?  Rome did not officially adopt the pagan seven day planetary week until 321 
A.D.  The pagan freya’s day (Friday) was not added to the calendar until the Middle Ages, several 
hundred years after the crucifixion. 
 
You can count backward by seven all you want.  In A.D. 321, your count will blow up because prior to 
that time, satyrday was the FIRST day of the week, not the seventh. 
 
The Julian calendar and Gregorian calendar came thousands of years after the Sabbath, and has nothing 
to do with the Sabbath.  
 
Agreed, so why are you using it to find and define the Sabbath of Scripture? 
 
Creation Calendar Class 101.   
 
Genesis 1:14 says that the two great lights would be for signs (owth), seasons (mo'edim), days and 
years.  Thus the calendar of Yah is written in the heavens. 
   
Exodus 31:13, Ezekiel 20:12, and 20:20 all say that the Sabbath is a sign, using the SAME Hebrew 
word found in Genesis 1:14 (owth), meaning signal or beacon.  Doesn't say which light though.  Let 
me challenge you again...  Can you go outside and LOOK at the sun and tell whether it is the Sabbath?  
No.  Then try the other light.  According to Genesis 1:14, it is one of the two. 
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Psalm 104:19 says that the moon will regulate the seasons (mo’edim--appointed times, set feasts).   
Leviticus 23:1-3 shows the weekly Sabbath to be the first feast using the same Hebrew word found in 
Genesis 1:14 (mo’edim--appointed time, set feast).   
  
Genesis and Leviticus are Torah.  This is the greatest argument and it is enough to prove that the 
Sabbath is regulated by the moon, but it does not answer every possible question as to HOW or WHY 
that might take place.  Yours is not to ask WHY.  Either do (obey) or do not.  The HOW will only be 
answered by going outside and looking AT the clock and watching for patterns.  
 
Nature is the first gospel.  All nature screams the majesty of YHWH.  Nature does not lie, men do. 
 
4) Should the historical Roman 8-day week cause any concerns?  
 
For 5 centuries or longer the Romans had kept an eight-day week with the days being named by the 
letters of the alphabet A through H. They did not keep a seven-day week until they came into more 
contact with Sabbath keeping Jews in the early centuries BCE.  
 
Ah, the missing portion of the paragraph on p. 24 above.  Ok, so intelligence has not prevailed.  They 
still do not recognize the falseness of this statement.  Can't say I'm surprised. 
 
The Julian calendar was introduced in 46 BCE by Julius Caesar and took force in 45 BCE. Following 
that, for some time, the Romans used concurrent seven-day and eight-day weekly systems. The seven-
day week system became more and more popular until the eight-day week was eventually made illegal. 
[But not until 300 years after the New Testament era.]  Roman historians and government we cited 
would have been some of the first Romans adopting the seven-day weekly cycle.  
 
 Zerubavel, Eviatar (1989). The Seven Day Circle: The History and Meaning of the Week. 
 University of Chicago Press. p. 45. ISBN 978-0-226-98165-9. Senn, Frank C. (1997). Christian 
 Liturgy: Catholic and Evangelical. Fortress Press. ISBN 978-0-8006-2726-3.  
 
Thus, this is what is important to understand and take away. The Romans accurately recorded that the 
Jews kept the Sabbath, before, during, and after Yeshua, on the seven-day weekly cycle, landing on the 
Roman day of Saturn, known today as Saturday.  
 
Which if you will examine the information on pages 17-19 above, only serves to prove that Israel 
observed a Lunar Sabbath because Dio Cassius and men like him, were comparing the FIRST day of 
the pagan planetary week with the seventh day of Israel's seven day lunar week. 
 
In fact, every Sabbath that can be date identified in Scripture reveals that the weekly Sabbaths always 
fell on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the lunar month, without a single exception.  See study 
here:  http://www.creationcalendar.com/CalendarIssue/28-8-15-22-29_Proof.pdf 
 
When one side of a debate can produce evidence that 100% of the time proves their conclusion, while 
the other can offer not a shred of evidence, that is not really much of a debate. 
 
Yeshua and every author of the New Testament kept the Sabbath on the same day, and it follows that 
we should keep the same day that they did.  
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Um, excuse me, but not only is satyrday NOT mentioned as the Sabbath of the NT, every Sabbath in 
the NT that can be date identified fell on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the lunar month, 
WITHOUT EXCEPTION.  See study at the link above.  Nature and the historical record (if you read 
the right references) back up this statement. 
 
While calendar changes continued to occur following the Julian calendar, namely the Gregorian 
calendar, no calendar expert disputes that the days of the week remain the same.  
 
The Roman day of Saturn, Saturday, and the Sabbath are still on the same day, just as they were in the 
time of Messiah Yeshua.  
 
It's true.  Satyrday is still the first day of the pagan planetary week, and the Sabbath's of YHWH 
always fall on the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th days of the lunar month. 
 
We hope you have enjoyed this teaching, and remember, continue to test everything.  
 
Enjoyed?  Not really.  Test everything?  You really should take your own advice Jon. 
 
We pray you have been blessed by this teaching. Remember, continue to test everything. Shalom! For 
more on this and other teachings, please visit us at www.testeverything.net  
 
Blessed?  By YHWH sure, but not by this teaching.  Enlightened?  No.  Amazed?  Not really.  
Satisfied?  Not hardly.  Challenged?  (Guffaw)  Sorry, that slipped out.  Unimpressed?  Yeah, that's it.  
A lot of intelligent sounding words that cannot stand up to close scrutiny. 
 
Shalom, and may Yahweh bless you in walking in the whole Word of God.  
 
Indeed, the WHOLE Word.  Which includes Genesis 1:14, Exodus 31:13, Leviticus 23:1-3, Psalm 
104:19, Ezekiel 20:12 and 20:20, which (and here's a News Flash!) were originally written and 
inspired in Hebrew, not English. 
 
EMAIL: Info@119ministries.com  
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/119Ministries  
WEBSITE: www.TestEverything.net & www.ExaminaloTodo.net  
TWITTER: www.twitter.com/119Ministries# 
 
Feel free to contact 119 Ministries and tell them how well you think they did using pagan historians to 
prove that satyrday was the Sabbath of Israel, or disproving the Lunar Sabbath that is revealed in 
Scripture, nature and the historical record recorded by men who were actually presenting or looking at 
the Hebrew calendar, not superimposing it with the pagan/papal calendar. 
 
After rebutting this, I could have been at the very beginning like a police officer at the scene of some 
incident, saying, "Move along everyone.  Nothing to see here.  That's right, keep moving."  Had I done 
that (however warranted) it would have given the impression that I was trying to hide or keep 
something from the brethren.  Rather, I have actually encouraged you to read this so that you will 
know and understand that the Sabbath of YHWH is regulated by the moon, and that nay-sayers, no 
matter how many or how intelligent or educated they are, can bring NOTHING against it. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you are again witnesses to this very fact. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
Troy Miller 
www.CreationCalendar.com 
 


