Summer Elowers in ‘Missouri @

Join me while | look for wild summer

flowers on our property. '
O



It was a lot of work, but | admit it was a lot of fun putting together
the slide presentation of Spring wild flowers a few months ago.

When they were younger, my sons, Joey in particular (my son who
died 3 years ago), would bring their mother a bouquet of wild
flowers at various times throughout the year, so our home has
been graced by many of these flowers from a vase in the center of
our dinning room table.

We work long, hard, hot hours cultivating the flowers in our
flowerbeds around the house (a few of which may be seen later),
and admittedly, they are beautiful. But there is something special,
touching even, about wild flowers that bloom each year, without
any effort from us, then reseed themselves in order for us to enjoy
them again the following year. The only difference is that | have to
go outside, and walk through the weeds, fields, ditches and woods
to see them. A few grow near the house, but many force us to go
into nature to enjoy them. And maybe, that is the whole idea,
because you will always find YHWH by observing His nature.



Some of the spring flowers are still around at this time
of year, so | focused on the flowers that bloom
primarily during the summer months. Without further
ado, will you join me for a walk on our property?




Flowering Spurge
Euphorbia corollata




ThIS IS a good look at the blue flower that was purposely not in
focus in the photo from this spring.




A very wet summer has the earthworms out and about.
This is not the biggest we have ever found, but it is a
ather large one.




Sambucas canadensiss, Ane
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From a spray of flowers (spring, see insert) to a cluster of small berries.
The berry is small, and mostly seed, but there is a tiny bit of slightly bitter
fruit that can be juiced and consumed in various ways. The entire plant
has been used for thousands of years to treat many different ailments.
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Michigan Lily
iganense




One of the most
vivid purple
flowers in
Missouri that

really attracts
the eye when in
full bloom
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Ironweed
Vernonia Baldwinii



Purple-headed sneezeweed
Helenium flexuosum

These flowers can grow all alone
like this example, or like this
(turn the page...)
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Hedge Bindweed, Calystegia sepium

AN invasive pest, but a
whiter flower you will not find in Missouri.
In the Morning Glory family.




Remember the Sumac photo at the left? They
are green buds in spring that open to white
flower sprays in summer. | was shocked and
pleased that the camera captured the rays of
the sun as it did in this backlit photo .




You are familiar
with the colorful
hibiscus that
grows in many

(seen atinsert =
below). The Rose
Mallow is a wild
hibiscus that can
survive cold
winters.

Rose Mallow
HIb[SCUS Ias:ocarpos
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This plant is poisonous to cattle causing “milk-sickness” which killed

many early American settlers who drank the poisoned milk, including

Abraham Lincoln’s mother. Bumblebees don’t seem to concerned.

White Snakeroot
Eupatorium rugosum



Spider Flower
Cleome hasslerianay ‘
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This is another flower that | assumed was domestic, but it has escaped
cultivation and is considered wild in Missouri. They reseed themselves
every year. Come in white/pink, and a light and dark lavender.
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Tiny white flowers turn to purple berries, poisonous to humans, that

were used long ago as an important dye. As youngsters, my children
used the berries to paint themselves, their faces and their horses.
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but the larger (and much thornier) Blackberries ripen in the
summer. My children love them.
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Garlic Chives
Allium tuberosum

~ Th bulb of this wild garlic is woody and unusable, but the greens can
be used as chives in any cuisine but adds a delightful light garlic taste

rather than onion.



Bull Thistle
Cirsium vulgare

From the intimidating, dangerous looking bulb
(seen at inset left) this prickly plant produces

this beautiful flower. An insect favorite and
songpbirds love when these go to seed.






The herb | was

searching for in the K\ %% AW AN & —
spring offers a cone F Ay \ A
shaped bud in : - = ,
summer that =3 - st English Plantain
matures to these KN \ Wil Rlantago lanceolata
beautiful, tiny little [\
white floral X% ol |
explosions. As you
can see, these
flowers are about
the size of the
period at the end of

this sentence.
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these waxy green
berries (that birds
g9 love to eat) that turn
g9~ Dpluish-purple in
winter. Not a true
cedar, the eastern
red cedar is actually
in the juniper family.
All junipers are
5 B dioecious which
B " . means that there
M | are separate male
#S andfemale plants.
i Ay The tree is

' propagated primarily
by bird droppings.
Naturally. LOL



Early Goldenrod
Solidago juncea
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The Morning Glory vine is a nuisance and tough to get rid of once

established. Each flower lasts one day then wilts. A nuisance,

perhaps, but a “beautiful” weed.



Yellow Rocket ST Milkwort
Barbarea vulgaris A Polygala sangumea
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Grey button Cone FIower b+ Lacy Purple Dancers
Hoaryii Funnelflorae b, Frillii BettyBoopus
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Unique, beautiful flower on a NASTY prickly weed.




Clammy Cuphea
phea viscosissi
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"““"”Blaekberry L|Iy "" Yoy .
Belalheanda _chinensis™ "
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Originated in Indla probably]arirved here on clipper shlps fro
China. Is actually in the iris family.




Beggar's Lice
Desmodium laevigatum

Very small, unassuming flowers. Nearly
drove right by them on the 4-wheeler,
before | noticed them EVERYWEHRE.

Magnified greatly in this pé@pto.
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Fewleaf Sunflower
Helianthus occidentalis
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Amazing as it might sound, | have NEVER seen this
strikingly blue flower before this year. | am certain it
has been here all these years, but | have not been out
looking for wildflowers. Just look at the unique,
Intricate design and wonder at the designer.
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Large Bracted Tick Trefoil
Desmodium cuspidatum




Climbing twisted-pea
Sgrophostylwﬁbell (o =

Anther wild flower that | had never before seen until this year
Amazing what you can find when you are actually LQ@KING for
it, kinda like looking for truth in Yah’s Word.




ickseed SunfloweF
Bidens aristosa ;

—~17= 0
.

2

.;w ‘7/ 3 :
KSROR 74
% T e

% J i LA %
-\ \ / N LN &

Once again captured a sun ray in this cool backlit photo.
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And the cover flower
model IS thg

- ' o , ’%

a

o ~§Rose Gentian
Sabatia angularis

| hope you enjoyed intentionally traveling with me by foot and
four-wheeler to visit our yard, and the fields, pond, ditches
and pastures on our property. Looking for wild flowers and
herbs can be enJoyabIe educatlonal and |nsp|rat|onal



Many of these wildflowers are less than an inch in diameter,
some are only about a quarter inch (6-7mm ) or less, making
them hard to spot and even more difficult to capture on
camera, especially if the wind was blowing.

| was intentionally looking for different wildflowers, ones that
bloom in summer, and | stumbled upon a treasure trove of
colors and textures that the Creator put here for our viewing
(and smelling or tasting) pleasure along with a few critters out
doing what critters do.

Due to the length of this | decided to | had to leave out 14
different (beautiful) wild flowers and 5 colorful fungi. Sorry.

Hope you enjoyed the journey.

Troy Miller



